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SUBJECT: AIRCRAFT REPLACEMENT: FOUR-NATION VISIT TO US 
REF: A) THE HAGUE 2696 B) BRUSSELS 3685 

1. AS CHAIRMAN OF FOUR-NATION STEERING COMMITTEE, DIRECTOR 
OF MATERIEL FOR NORWEGIAN DEFENSE MINISTRY GENERAL HAMRE IS 
PLAYING KEY ROLE IN CURRENT MULTI-NATIONAL EFFORT TO PURCHASE 
SAME AIRCRAFT. HAMRE, WHO IS PRO-AMERICAN AND SYMPATHETIC 

TO ACQUISITION OF US FIGHTER, ALTHOUGH UNDER TERMS MOST 
FAVORABLE TO EUROPEANS, HAS BEEN VALUABLE CONTACT FOR EMBASSY 
AND FOR MAAG CHIEF IN PARTICULAR. 
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2. ACCORDINGLY, WE SUPPORT THE HAGUE'S RECOMMENDATION 
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(REF A) AND BRUSSELS' CONCURRENCE (REF B) THAT MAAG 
OFFICERS TRAVEL TO US IN ADVANCE OF FOUR-NATION COMMITTEE 
TO BRIEF US OFFICIALS. IN VIEW OF NORWAY'S PIVOTAL ROLE, 

WE SPECIFICALLY URGE THAT CHIEF MAAG NORWAY BE INCLUDED. 

3. WHILE BRIEFING US OFFICIALS ON ISSUES AND PERSONALITIES 
PRIOR TO TEAMVISIT OFFERS MANY OBVIOUS ADVANTAGES, WE FEEL 
THAT HAVING MAAG OFFICERS TRAVEL WITH THE FOUR-NATION GROUP 
IS NOT ADVISABLE AND COULD PROVE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. 

BYRNE 
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